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EYFS Curriculum
• The curriculum in Nursery is play based and is designed to meet the needs of young children 

through activities that are practical and experiential. 

• Children will be given opportunities to work under teacher direction in focused groups and also 
independently.

• Children will learn both indoors and outdoors everyday.

• We plan using a play based curriculum linked to Cornerstones topics in line with the rest of 
school.



7 Areas of learning 
Prime Areas

Specific Areas 

Personal Social 
and Emotional 
Development

Physical
Development

Communication 
and Language 
Development

Involves helping children to develop a positive sense 
of themselves and others: to inform positive 
relationships and develop respect for others; to 
develop social skills and learn how to manage their 
feelings: to  understand appropriate behaviour in 
groups and to have confidence in their own abilities

Involves providing opportunities for young children 
to be active and interactive: and to develop their co-
ordination, control and movement.  Children must 
also be helped to understand the importance of 
physical activity, and to make healthy choices in 
relation to food.

Involves giving children opportunities to experience  
a rich language environment: to develop their 
confidence and skills in expressing themselves; and 
to speak and listen in a range of situations.

• Making 
relationships

• Self-confidence 
and self 
awareness

• Managing feelings 
and behaviour

• Moving and 
handling

• Health and self 
care

• Listening and 
attention

• Understanding
• Speaking

Literacy • Reading
• Writing

Involves encouraging children to link sounds and 
letters and to begin to read and write. Children must 
be given access to a wide range of reading materials  
(books, poems and other written materials) to ignite 
their interest.

Mathematics

Understanding 
the World

Involves providing children with opportunities to 
develop and improve their skills in counting, 
understanding and using numbers, calculating simple 
addition and subtraction problems and to describe 
space, shapes and measures.

Involves guiding children to make sense of their 
physical world and their community through 
opportunities to explore, observe and find out about 
people, places, technology and the environment. 

• Number
• Space, Shape and 

Measures

• People and 
Communities

• The World
• Technology

Expressive Arts 
and Design

Enabling children to explore and play with a wide 
range of media and materials, as well as providing 
opportunities and encouragement for sharing their 
thoughts, ideas and feelings through a variety of 
activities in art, music, movement, dance, role play 
and design and technology.

• Media and 
Materials

• Imagination



Characteristics of Learning 
Playing and Exploring
• Finding out and exploring 
• Playing with what they know 
• Being willing to have a go 

Active Learning
• Being involved and concentrating 
• Keeping on trying 
• Enjoying achieving what they set out to do 

Creating and Thinking Critically 
• Having their own ideas 
• Making Links 
• Choosing ways to do things



Cornerstones Curriculum 
We cover six topics throughout the year following this scheme. The topics set the theme for the 
learning and activities in the classroom. In Nursery, we have a two year rolling programme.

Term Topic

Autumn 1 Why Do You Love Me So Much?

Autumn 2 Why Do Leaves Go Crispy?

Spring 1 Do Dragons Exist?

Spring 2 Why Can’t I Have Chocolate For Breakfast?

Summer 1 Why Is Water Wet?

Summer 2 How Does That Building Stay Up?

Term Topic

Autumn 1 How Many Colours In A Rainbow?

Autumn 2 Why Do Leaves Go Crispy?

Spring 1 Can I Have A Dog Yet?

Spring 2 Are Eggs Alive?

Summer 1 How Many Pebbles On The Beach?

Summer 2 How High Can I Jump?



Nursery Environment 



Nursery Environment 



Our Nursery Day 
• Staggered entry/independent play in indoor continuous provision areas
• Registration
• Teaching input (Maths/English/Topic)
• Independent play in continuous provision areas (indoor and outdoor) and adult directed/led activities
• Phonics
• Milk and snack 
• Story time/nursery rhymes/singing

8.45am - start of the morning session
12.30pm  - start of the afternoon session
We operate a staggered entry and we ask that your child arrives no later than 15 minutes after the start of the session.
Children are encouraged to enter the Nursery independently and follow the start of the session routine. 

11.45am - end of the morning session (doors open at 11.30am)
3.30pm - end of the afternoon session (doors open at 3.15pm)
All children MUST be collected by a familiar adult (over the age of 16 years). Please keep staff informed if there are any changes regarding 
the collection of your child.
Children will be prepared for home-time in the classroom and are then brought out under direct adult supervision – please be patient as it 
can take a little while for everyone to be ready and to match children up with their parents.



Phonics
Once the children have settled into Nursery, and when we feel they are ready, we will begin our scheme to teach 
the hearing and recognition of sounds. This will provide the foundations of early reading and covers:

• Environmental sounds
• Instrumental sounds
• Body percussion 
• Rhythm and Rhyme 
• Alliteration 
• Voice sounds
• Oral blending and segmenting 
• Recognition of letters



Reading 
Encouraging children to have a love of reading is very important in the Foundation Stage. 

Developing our children’s communication and language is vital in preparation for learning to read so we prioritise 
talk in both our continuous provision areas and adult directed activities.

We share stories every day, through Literacy based activities, reading stories together during independent learning 
or sharing a story at the beginning or end of the session.

We also have our own loan book shelf where children are encouraged to choose a book to share at home together. 



Writing 
In Nursery we provide lots of opportunities for the children to mark-make independently and practice their writing 
skills. 

We encourage the development of fine motor skills through a range of activities such as rolling playdough and 
threading. These activities improve the muscles to allow children to hold a pencil correctly.

Once secure, we can then work towards letter formation, encouraging the children to begin writing letters in their 
name.



Maths 
In Nursery children will experience number through a range of activities including counting objects, matching and 
sorting games and songs. 

We will initially work on rote and touch counting, sorting and comparing groups of objects, then move on to 
recognising numerals and some 2D shapes.



School Uniform 
School uniform 
information can be 
found on the Key 
Information 
section of our 
website.

• Royal blue sweatshirt, jumper or cardigan

• Grey or black trousers or skirt

• White shirt or polo shirt

• Grey Pinafore 

For Summer months:

• White t-shirt or polo shirt

• Grey or black shorts/skirts

• Blue and white Summer dress

• Grey Pinafore 

Footwear :

• Plain black shoes to be worn at all times.  

• Trainers are not permitted unless in exceptional 
circumstances with agreement from school.

Please ensure that all items of clothing are NAMED

Jewellery is not allowed in school except for watches.  If your 
child has pierced ears a pair of plain studs is acceptable, but 
these must be removed during P.E. lessons.



Preparing your child 
Over the summer you can prepare your child by talking to them about starting Nursery, read stories together and sing familiar 
nursery rhymes.

Encourage your child to be independent, such as encouraging them to put on their own coat/shoes and wash their own 
hands.

We expect that you have at least started the process of toilet training with your child which we can support with in the 
Nursery setting.

You can also contact the Nursery teachers with any queries you may have on the following emails:

Miss Rodden awrrodden@acklamwhin.co.uk
Miss Todd awctodd@acklamwhin.co.uk

During your child’s first visit to Nursery, we will ask you to complete some forms e.g. medical/dietary information. There will 
be a chance for you to speak to the Nursery staff about your child if there are any specific details you feel we need to know.

mailto:awrrodden@acklamwhin.co.uk
mailto:awctodd@acklamwhin.co.uk


Special Educational Needs 
and Disabilities 

Miss Tarran is our designated SENDco and together with the class teacher  
can support you with any concerns regarding: 

Communication & Interaction

Cognition & Learning

Social, Emotional and Mental Health Difficulties

Sensory and/or Physical Difficulties

Contact Miss Tarran through the school office.

More information 
on our policies 
and procedures 
for how we 
identify and 
support children 
with SEND can be 
found on the Key 
Information 
section of our 
website.



Foundations of Behaviour



Parental Engagement

As well as our website, social media and school app we will also keep in contact with you through:

• Our Nursery noticeboard in our cloakroom – keeps you up to date with important messages.
• Half termly parent topic newsletters – informs you of our topic and activities we will be covering.
• Parent consultations  - a chance for you to chat to your child's teacher and find out about their progress.

www.acklamwhin.co.uk 
The school website providing key 
information about school and policies. 

@acklamwhin @AcklamWhin
Marvellous Me App

Acklam Whin School App
The Parentapps Connect System provides you 
with instant access to our calendar, event 
information, letters home and class pages. It also 
links directly to our website from within the app.

http://www.acklamwhin.co.uk/


Parkway Day Nursery offer breakfast and after-school care and the additional 3 and 4 Year olds 
childcare at Acklam Whin. We work closely with the Parkway staff to ensure care is consistent in 

all areas. 

Please contact Rachel Jones if you would like more information.

Parkway Day Nursery @ Acklam Whin, 
Carlbury Avenue, 
Middlesbrough,

TS5 8SQ
Tel: 01642 577316

Wrap around care 


